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HE Export Lamb Competition will be conducted through the Royal Agricultural
T
Society again this year. Last year, due partly to the season, entries were well
below those of previous years and if this competition is to continue, greater support
from breeders is necessary. I am sure you will agree that such a competition has undoubted value both for producers in recognising the type of lamb required, and also
as an advertising medium for the sale of high quality Western Australian lamb on
the English markets.
For many years now we have been producing above our local consumption and
the surplus has been exported, mainly to
the U.K.
New Zealand is a serious rival and it is
essential for successful competition, to
produce the right type of lamb and advertise it well on this market.
We know now that the serious price drop
last season in export, and hence local
prices, was due in the main to the
abnormal selling of English home-killed
lamb during their record drought at that
time. Prices recovered very well but, unfortunately, most of our growers had
already sold. They are now well above
ruling rates of a year ago.
Western Australian lambs are of high
quality. Dr. Hammond, during his recent
trip here, said that they are the best sent
from Australia. This opinion is borne out
by the outstanding success of this State in
the six years of the All-Australian Competition judged in London, when we gained

the Champion Award in four of the six
years. So we obviously have something
good to advertise.
The export market establishes a floor
price during the seasonal glut period and
is thus extremely valuable as a safetyvalve to obviate uneconomic returns to the
grower through local oversupply at that
time. This fact becomes increasingly
important as production progressively increases as it must do, particularly in view
of the considerable development that is
going on in the higher rainfall areas of
new country so well suited to the production of meat.
With regard to the competition itself
two classes are provided and some breeders
may not be fully conversant with them.
For both classes only first quality carcasses
within the 26-42 lb. weight range are accepted, with penalties for those weighing
over 36 lb. In both classes also the mother
can be of any breed of ewe except a
straight British breed ewe or crossbred of
779
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two British breeds. Border. Leicester,
Romney Marsh or English Leicester cross
ewes are almost entirely used.
The classes are different in relation to
the sire. Class 1 is for lambs sired by
Southdown rams. Class 2 lambs can be
sired by rams of any other British breed.
Class 1 is restricted to Southdown rams
because lambs by this breed are superior
at light weights and the small lamb is
still most in demand in England.
Up to three entries are allowed each
competitor in each class. There must be
three lambs in each entry but five can
be, and usually are, sent to the Works
and either the grower or "his nominee
(which means the Works grader as a rule),
selects the best three.
Entries are free. The killing period is
during July to December, and entries can
be made to the Royal Agricultural Society
at any time, but at least seven days before
the lambs are sent away.
It is usual to include the competition
lambs in a truckload, but when this is not
suitable some growers have taken them to
the Works by road and made it a business
trip. Where it is not usual practice to
market direct to the Works, the West Australian Meat Export Works, Robbs Jetty;
Anchorage Butchers, Coogee; or Borthwicks at Albany, will be glad to receive
entries in any case.

The lambs must be clearly marked, particularly when two or more entries are
sent at once, so that each entry can be
separately and easily identified.
The lambs are judged here and also in
London. Before being shipped all lambs
will be displayed at the W.A. Meat Export
Works on a day late in January so that
growers can make comparison between
their own and other entries.
The prize money is generous and is
donated by the Australian Meat Board.
The W.A. Meat Export Works purchase all
carcasses. The grower has no further
expense after delivery to any of the Works
and receives the full gross returns in
London plus skin values. This, you must
agree, is exceptionally favourable treatment.
Printed copies of the conditions of the
competition with entry forms, may be
obtained from the Royal Agricultural
Society; the Australian Meat Board, St.
George's Terrace, Perth; the several stock
firms and the regional and central offices
of the Department of Agriculture.
With such a good start to the season
lambs should do well and there will be
many growers, whether they have entered
for previous competitions or not, who will
undoubtedly have lambs well suited for the
competition.
Why not enter?

SUB-STANDARD MILK
The Minister for Agriculture (Mr. C. D. Nalder)—commenting on an announcement in the Press regarding action where milk supplied for consumption was below
the health standards—said that an impression might have been created among both
producers and consumers of whole milk that no action would be taken for 12 months
should low quality milk be supplied to consumers.
Mr. Nalder said that—while in comparatively few instances the milk from a
specific herd might fall below standard during a portion of the year—the great
bulk cf the milk being delivered by farmers was of good quality, and it was believed
that milk being supplied to consumers complied with health standards.
Farmers who are having difficulty in maintaining the requisite standards would
continue to receive advice from the Whole Milk Board and the Department
of Agriculture as to means whereby their problems may be overcome, rather than
by taking any legal action against the farmer. It is believed that the adoption of
recognised principles in animal husbandry and breeding can provide a practical
remedy.
Mr. Nalder said that—where advice was not taken and milk of low quality
continued to be supplied—it would still be necessary to take measures to ensure
that consumers received milk in compliance with the standards determined under
the Health Act.
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MAXIMUM WORKING POWER
MAXIMUM WORKING TIME is yours with
TRACTOR FUELS

High volatility Mobil Distillate and Mobilpower Kerosene for
maximum draw-bar pull, greater fuel economy.

MQBILGREASE MP AND
MODEL 2189 STS GUN

Greasing made easy —one grease, one gun for all cars,
trucks, tractors and farm machinery.

LUBRICATING OILS

BULK FUEL
STORAGE

Decarbonising Mobiloil Special —the multigrade oil for all
cars all year round and Delvac Oils, specified for high-speed
diesel tractors and farm engines.
Instal on your property — 500 & 1000 gal. tanks. Save time,
eliminate waste and manhandling of drums . . . guarantee
clean fuels.

Mobil Distillate
Mobilpower Kerosene
MOBILGAS SPECIAL, MOBILOIL SPECIAL
All depots and agents - Vacuum Oil Company Pty. Ltd.

P l n u mention tho "Journal of Agriculture ol W A , " wh«n writing to advartUer.
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